
October 26, 2020 

 

Dear Ki-Be Community, 

     I am happy to let you all know that we enjoyed our first day for Kindergarten students today! I was 

very impressed by the high level of organization that Principal Hanson and her staff at the Primary 

School showed, efficiently getting the students in for a day the kids will always remember. For all of the 

talk of the pandemic, it was nice to remember the real reason all of us went into education in the first 

place: the excitement that comes with working with kids and the smiles that were ear to ear among 

students and staff. There were other teachers coming from down the halls and other buildings, after 

seven months and 13 days, kids were back in our community’s school! 

     There will be much to talk about in the coming weeks, as the district moves forward with its’ “Re-

Opening Plan” to continue to bring students back for a face to face learning. We will see 1st and 2nd 

Graders later this week. As we move forward, we have targeted a tentative date of November 9 to begin 

the 3rd-5th Graders at the Intermediate School. They will all begin on the same date, as they obviously 

are not new to the building. After that, the middle school and high school will follow, but we will ensure 

that our cleaning protocols and safety precautions have worked with the elementary kids first. 

     We will also continue the discussion about our disappointing results in the August levy vote, and its 

impact on the district budget. As you know by now, the levy funds almost all opportunities outside of 

mandated state funding, including all sports and extra-curricular activities, field trips, technology, and 

experiences like Camp Wooten. We will have many discussions with the board and community to 

determine which direction to go next. We can re-run the levy and ask the community one more time in 

February or April, but we may also have to plan to simply cut many activities if the board chooses not to 

run the levy again until a later date. If that is the case, we will also prep for staff reductions such as we 

incurred last year, with our focus on reduction by attrition before any potential lay-offs. 

     But I will leave as I started, with the fact that as kids return to classes, it certainly serves as a shot in 

the arm for our community. We will continue to work with the Benton/Franklin County Department of 

Health as we move forward to ensure student and staff safety, and we look forward to seeing more and 

more kids in the weeks to come. Have a great rest of the week, and I can be contacted at 

pete.peterson@kibesd.org or at 588-2001 if I can be of any service. 

- Pete Peterson, Superintendent 
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